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"OVER THE STATE.

Waxnrs $25,000 DaMaces.-——On the even-
ing of the 22d of December, Mr. J. F. Dit-
trell, representing the Superlative Purifier
and Cockle Separator Manufacturing com-
pany of Milwaukee, Wis., boarded the west
bound Burlington & Missouri train at this
place for Juniata. Being late in renching
the depot he did not purchase a ticket, but
knowing that the regular Tare was 20 cents
when the conductor enme around he ten-
dered that official that amount. Con-
ductor Clark reminded him of that well-
known rule of the company to collect 25
cents extra when the fare was paid on the
train and demanded 45 cents instead.
This Littrell, though displaying a handiul
of money, refused to pay, whereupon the
conduetor pulled the rope and when the
train came to a halt fired his man ata

imint. about one and a hali miles west of
' {astings. Littreil walked the remainder
ol the distance to Juniata, where he went
to put in some new machinery in the mill
at that place. On the following day he re-
turned to this eity, and after consulting
legal authority, procesded to institute
legal proceedings againgt the Burlington &
Missouri company for $25,000 dumaged
The abject of the suit is to make n test
ense of the law bearing upon such cases at
embodied in sections 3 and 4, page 475,
revised statutes of Nebraska. The preced-
ing sections fix the rates per mile which
railroads may charge passengers in Ne-
braska after which the sections in guestion
follow in the following language, to-wit:

See. 3. Nothing herein shall be construed
as to prevent any railroad company from
adopting the rale that when the fare is paid
on the train, the conductor may charge
anid collect not to  excead 25 cents in addi-
tion to the regular fare, Tor which he ghall
gi—e back to such pnssenger n conductor's
check, which shall be good for the sum so
charged at any station on sueh road, on
presentation to the agent of said road.

Sec. 4. It whall be unlawful for any rail-
road corporation operating a railroad in
this state to expel or remove from any
conch used for conveying passengers over
their lines ol road, any person who ofiers
to pay the regular Tare not to exeeed the
maximum rate herein fixed for conveying
passengers along the line of said road, pro-
vided said persons conduct themselves pro-
perly while remaining therein.

It is urged that under the last section
cited, a passenger who tenders the statno-
tory rate per mile cannot be legally ejected
from the train so long as he conducts him-
sell properly. This construction of the
law would simply leave gection three in the
predicament of a criminal law without
penalty, and inoperative Tor want of ade-
quate means to enfore it. Me. C. H. Tan-
ner has brought the case and it is under-
stood that he will have able assistance
when the easecomes up for hearing at the
June term of the district court. Mr. Lit-
trell seems to be in dead earnest and pro-
poses to see it through and have the ver-
dict of the highest courts before giving up
us whipped.—~Hastings Nebraskan.

NEBRASHA NEWS AND NOTES.

Dr. SweTrNay, of Omaha, who has been
sued by a Indy of that city for £10,000
damages for malpractice and for communi-
cating disease, has his answer to the peti-
tion in the district court. e admits that
more than thirty days prior to attending
Mrs. Baxe, he had attended a patient who
died of puerperal fever, but also claime
that at the time he thoroughly disinfected
himeell and used all precautions gencrally
known to physicinns. He denies that he
negligently or in any manner transmitted
eaid disease to plaintili. Ile states that'it
became necessary to performseveral minor
operations upon the plaintiff, but he
asserts that they were skillfully perfornied
and did not cause unnecessary pain or in-
iury to palintiff,

Tae Ord Journal is reliably informed
that a steam flouring mill, roller process,
will be established in that place early in
the spring, by a couple of Grand Island
gentlemen who thoroughly understand the
business and have the means to put up a
first class mill.

C. 8. Joxes, o' Lincoln, for keeping ar
assignation honse, was given sixty days
impiisonment. The court was also about
to impose a fine of $125, but a question
was raised as to the legality of a double
penalty of this kina, and the fine only was
imposed.

Tue State Bee Keepers' association, in
session at Lineoln, elected the following
officers for the ensuing term: President, W.
F. Wright, Nemaha county; vice president,
J. Hedges, Saline county; secretars, H. M.
Patterson, Humboldt; treasurer, R. E.
Leech, York. It was agreed to recommend
E. Whitcomb of the Friend Telegraph to
the state board ol agricalbure for superin-
tendent of bees and hioney at the state Iair.

Tae opening address ol the winter term
of the state university was delivered by
Prol. Edgren, ol the chair ol modern lan-
guages, in the university chapel, on the
15th, to a large andience. The subject of
the lecture was “Budhism.” In introdue-
ing the lecturer Chancellor Manatt called
attention to the flourishing condition of
the university, and the fact that while last
year the attendance was decreased by
about thirty in the winter term the atten-
dance is increased this year over the fall
term.

Tuec county county corimissioners ol
Douglas county, last Friday, supplied 150
poor families with coal and provisions,
this being the largest number helped in one
week during the present season.

ArriL 1, 188G, the new Saving Bank of
Hastings, with a paid up capital of $100,-
000, will throw its doors open to the pub-
lic. Ttis backed by loeal capital. Wm.
Kerr, president; Wm. Cline, cashier.

A Lincory thiel took to his heels the
other day, and, though chased for several
rmles into the country, finally got out of
sight of his pursuers. Hehadslolen money
and an overcoat. Tlie latter part of the
booty he threw away that he might make
better time.

Tae life insuraice company organized in
Hastings last spring has done a highly sat-
islactory business.

Tae Hastings Democrat says: Congress-
man Laird arrived on the west bound B. &
M. train last Tuesday evening on the sad
mission ol performing the last duties of a
son o a deceased parent, bringing with himn
the body of his mother whose demise in
[llinois was recently reported. The body
was taken on up to Juniata where the
fomeral took place.

HartincToxN is the county seat of Cedat
county and the jail islocated at St. Helena,
filteen miiles away.

Onp FerLrows of Omaha propose celebra-
ting the sixty-seventh anniversary of that
order. The date is April 26th. 1

Lewis Tatymace, o! Ulysses, lost 300
sheep during the late storm.

Derecrivis of Omaha are laying for a
young man expected that way from Chi-
cugo, where he done up an old-time friend
to the tune of $5660. It was a cleur case ol

misplaced confidence.
Kear Fairbury, n man who was drunk

fell Irom a wagon, receiving injuries from
which he died.in a few days.

THe Pierce Times is responsible for this
paragraph: Everybody would suppose
that the hum of the old-fashioned spinning-
wheel had ceased forever, and that the
work of spinning yarn had been given over
for good to the mills and factories. We
were not a little surprised to find that
nearly every Iarmer in the valley from Nor-
folk to Pierce has one of them in his house,
and at this time of the year in constant
use. Talk about your fine wool. A pair
of socks or mittens knit out of the home-
spun yarn will outlast a dozen ol the kind
you ean buy in the market.

A man named Lommon, who was driving
into Omaha last weck, was unable to man-
age his horse and the animal ran away
with him. In order to save himself injury
Lemmon drew a revolver and shot the ani-
mal dead while he was on the keen jump.

Mngs. Joux VaLesn, a Bohemian woman
residing in Brush Creek precinct, Saline
county, gave birth to three healthy chil-
dren the other day, and all parties inter~
ested are doing well.

Ax artesian well has been bored on the
farm of Gerhard Kohls, near Hartington.
After the drill was down 465 feet it struck
a hard substance, through which the drill
could not penetrate. While at dinner the
well began spouting, and now a good flow
is had.

Here is the composition of Willie Frank,
an Omaba sckool-boy in the fourth B
clags: GENERAL GraNT.—General Grant
helped us to fight the Mexican War and the
Civil War. He was president for eight
years and because he helped us fight he was
not @ coward. He ate at the Queens’ and
Kings' houses and all the people would ash
him to come in and eat with them. He
traveled over the world and then the peo-
ple gave him money. I do not think he
was very rich because when he came home
he had to pull money out of his pocket.
When he was poor he wrote a book, so
when he died his wile could get money for
it. He was a good man all his lifetime. He
died at the last of July and everybody was
sorry. He was buried in the place of Riv-
erside Park, N. Y. City.

Tne M. E. people ol Beatrice are having
quite a religious revival. There is a large
and increasing attendance.

THE postmaster at Omaha has received
a report- from the third assistant post-
master general showing the increase in the
receipts of & number of the leading post-
offices in the United States for the six
months ending Dee. 81, 1885, over the
sorresponding six months of 18584, Omaha
heads the list with an increase ol 22.9 per
sent. St. Paul comes next with an increase
of 18.5 per cent.

NorroLk has raised a guarantee fund of
86,000 to secure the next G. A. IL. reunion

at that place.
THE villain who held up Wells, Fargo &

Co.’s buckboard express near Dawes Cily
and carried away the money box with
about $7,000, has not been eaptured yet.
The officer in command at Fort Robinson
hes reported to military headquarters at
Omana, that his men who were out in
search of the robber tracked him to Chad-
ron and there gave up the chase, leaving it
to the civil authorities. There seems to
be an opinion in that seetion that the
robbery was committed by a local ama-
teur and that he will soon be taken in.

Tre annual encampment of the Nebraska
department of the G. A. R. will be held ut
Red Cloud on Febroary 17, when the place
for holding the reunion next fall will be de-
cided upon. The towns which have thus
Iur declared themselves are Kearney, Grand
Island and Norfolk, and it is said that all
three will make propositions to devote
handsome sums of money to secure a per-
manent location,

A nuce temperance revival is about to
be inaugurated in Lincoln.

DuriNG the recent storm the snow drifted
aga:ast 0. Nelson's sheep-sheds abSchuyler
and broke them in. Mr. Nelson lost 140
sheep.

Joux T. Ecker, confined in the jail at
Albion under an indictment for fellony,
made his eseape by reaching a window in
the spond story and making a rope of his
blankets, let himsell down to the ground.

Last year 4,118,400 eges were ghipped
Irom Fremont, an increase of 100 per cent
over the previous vear. In addition to
this hall o million pounds of butter were
disposed of, 6,426 barrels of apples, and
1,651 baskets of grapes. Fremont is no
slouch as an exporter.

TrE fourth newspaper for Beatrice is
about to be issued. The office comes from
Crete.

B. Bovrexsox, of Dodge eonnty, has he-
gun action in the county court against the
U. P. railroad to recover damages to the
extent of $197 sustained by the burning of
o pasture field last fall by sparks from a
passing locomotive.

Tuens are over 600 traveling men in the
state who travel Tor Nebraska wholesale
houses and eastern houses, who are located
in the state,

UN the 18th, between 12 and 1 o'clock,
fire was discovered in the raar of a frame
building on the east side of Fifth streef,
Beatrice, which “soon spread and before it
was stopped six frame buildings were de-
stroyed. The city being poorly provided
ior fighting fire, most of the work was cou-
tentrated upon saving the goods. The
buildings were owned as follows: C. I
White, Schell Bros., Fred Kuston, W. .
Cox, Buchanan Bros. and LaSalle, and
occupied in the above order hy (. T,
White, attorney, and B. W. Davis, ir
surance, Schell & Nichol, boots and shoe-
George Smith, butcher, C. K. Linzenbery,
ctabinet maker, John Terhune, paints and
wall paper, and A. P. Sperry, bakery. The
loss on buildings is about $5,000, and the

, 3ame on goods. Insurance about one-hall.

Tae Omaha Iair association has made n
repor t which mﬂmﬁ total recepts were
$31,292.75; disbursements, $30,579.69.

Tue other day an individual made it
quite “lively” on a train from Norfolk to
Pierce. He was suffering from partial in-
sanity, caused by nleoholie poisoning. Ile
became pugilistic and, armed with a large
knifle, undertook to *‘clean out” the car,
and was only stopped from carrying out
his intention by one of the passengers seiz-
ing the stove poker and striking him over
the head. The blow was sufficient to
quench his thirst for blood.

Avpiox takes water-works in Lers. There
were but 15 dissenting votes.

Mg. Troxmas Doxanoo, an old resident of
Douglag county, raports that six of his
large hogs actually froze to death in his
hog house during the late cold weather.

Asuraxp received n few days ago, the
largest mail within the history of the town.
The blockade done it.

Tug Fairbury Republiean says that Col.
Baker, of St. Joseph, an employe of the
Rock Island road, arrived in that town the
other day and had a conference with lend-
ing citizens at the board of trade rooms.
In iz remarks he stated that he came at
the instance of the ‘manazement of his
romd. While no definite routes had been
fixed upon, he believed his company had
decided to build three lines west from the
Missouri, one to run through southwestern
Kansas, one through the central part of
state and the other northwest, through
Kunsas and this state, that their course
would-depend somewhat on the aid offered
by the different localities. He assured the
people of Fairary that when his company
were ready for business, il they contem-
plate coming that way, they would submit
a proposition which, il accepted, will in-
sure the road; that it alwayvs had been the
policy of the company to keep faith with
the communities throuszh which they passed
and fulfill all their promises.

Toe people of Pleasant Hill recently had

to go nine days without any mail.
“*No Boys Allowed in Here," is a simn dis-

played in a number of Omaha saloons just
now, the direct result of the recent effective
work of the Law and Order league of that
city.

Tue, vevival in Beatrice is one of great
power. Theattendance is greater than the
seating capacity.

Tue Nelson Herald says that many of
the sportsmen, who have been out hunting
since the storm, report the finding of scores
of quail, frozen Yo death. Some think they
are nearly exterminated, the slaughter has
been so general,

Revivanmeetings arcin progress in many
Nebraska towns, and in some of them a
good deal of religious interest is manifested.

A COMPROMISE ON COINAGE,

Houw it isto be Brought About and by Whose
Support.

Washington special: Ivery day has a
growing tendency toward compromise with
reference to the silver coinage gquestion.
Indications point to an increase in the
amount ol silver in the staundard dollar
as-such a compromise. The opponents ol
the silver dollar are secing that they can-
not possibly get suspension of eoinage, and
are inclined to aceept whatever they ean
set. An increase of the amount of silver in
a standard dollar, so that it might be
worthh about 100 ecents, would be satis-
factory to them. It would not be entirely
80 to the extreme silver men, but it would
probably be supported by the great mass
of members who are not radical on either
side of the question. The majority in both
houses have bLeen represented as silver
mmen.  This is searcely a fnir statement of
the case. There is doubtless a large major-
ity who are opposed to the suspension or
to the demonetization of silver, but fully
three-fourths of the members ol con-
gress  will tell you that something
ought to be done to stop the system
of coininz an 80 cent coin and cailing it a
dollar. They say it will not do to stop
the coinage of silver, for currency is de-
manded by the people. There are evidences
of a growing beliel among the majority of
conservative thinkers in congress that an
increase in the value of the dollar would be
the easiest and wisest solution of the diffi-
culty. The proposition for increasing the
dollar to 100 ecents, making coinage free, so
that everybody may have all hissilver
coined into full valae dollars at United
States mints and the right to exchange
these coins for silver certificates at the
treasury, would meet with very strong sup-
port from the more moderate silver men,
with the gold men who see that this will be
the best thing that they can get, with the
large conservative element of congress, and
with the people generally. The press of the
cast is beginning to see, too, that somepro-
position ol this sort is the most satisfue-
tory one that can be found, and is begin-
ning to advocate it.

BRANCHING OUT FOR BUSINESS.

The Missouri Pacijic’s Plan for Decelopient
uf" Its System.

The directors of the Missouri Pacilie rail-
road company have addressed o cirenlar
to the shareholders, in which they say that
to provide the necessary money by which
to control the ownership of the branch
roady necessary to a proper development
of the Missouri DPaciflie syatem, it is pro-
poscd to increase the capital stock of the
company $6,000,000 and to olfer the same
to the stockholiders at par. The circular
says: It will be necessiary under the laws
of the states through which your roads are
operated to own or control some of their
branches nnd extensions, by means of in-
dependent auxiliary local railway com-
pnmes, throngh acquisition of their bonds
or stock, or both, This company, so Tar
ag it shall nse the proceeds of the sale of
such additionnl stoek for this purpose, will
plaee the aequired bonds amd stocks of
such railway corporations in the hands of
Russell Sage, Henry G. Marquand and
Georze F. Gould, to be held in trust, not to
be pledeed or sold or in any way disposed
of. unless the company shall aequire full
ownership by consolidation or otherwise.”
The transfer books of the company will be
closed on Febriary 6 for the annual meet-
ing, and stockholders of record at that
date will have the privilege of subscribing
to an issue of stoek at parequal in amount
to one-tenth of their respective holdings.
A meeting of stockholders will be held in
St. Louis on March 10, when an issue of 20
per cent of the new stock will be ratilied,

A FAITHFUL FATHER.

Fire was discovered inthe house of Derry
Cook=on at Greenbush, Maine. The lames
spremd rapidly and Cookson, in endenvor-
ing to rescue his son’s wile and two chil-
dren, was eaught in the ruins by the falling
roof, just a8 he passed the second child ont,
and he wins burned to death. He was 735
vears old. The: woman and children were
terribly burned, but will recover.

REGULATING RAILROADS ON PAPER.

What Has Been Brought Forth by Senator
Cullom and His Comumitiee.

Following is a brief synopsis of thebill to

regulate commerce reported from the sen- |

ate select committee upon inter-state rail-
way transportation by Senator Cullom:

After specifying the classes of carriages,
or rather kinds of traffic to which the regu-
lations preseribed are to apply, and
declaring that all charges made by suen
carriers shall be reasonable, the prelimin-
ury section aims to prohibit every variety
of unjust discrimination, to preseribe
adequate penalties for its enforcement
in thé conrts of the United States. The
sections include a requirement that all
carriers shall aflord reasonable f[ucilities
for the inter-change of traflic with connect-
ing lines and the prohibition of a greater
charge for shorter than longer distance, ex-
cept when it can be affirmatively estab-
lished by the earrier that such charge does
not constitute unjust diserimination.

Another section requires all carriers sul-
ject to the provisions of the proposed act
to file their tariflfls and classifications with
tie inter-state commerce commission, and
provides they shall be posted or otherwise
published, but leaves to be determined by
the commission the manner of publication
and the places at and between which rates
shall be published. Provision is made for
enforcing the requirements of the commis-
sion in these respects through the courts,
and for the maintenanee of the rate that
may be thus published. Provision is also
wincle for the appointment by the president
of five commissioners to be confiried by
the senate, and several sectionsaredevoted
to prescribing the duties of the commis-
sioners and the manner in which com-
plaints are to be investigated and the
prosecutions instituted under its direetion
when found nee ssary.  Such comnmon enr-
rier may, however, in specinl enses, be au-
thorized by the commission to charge for
longer than for shorfer distances for the
transporiation of passengersand property.
The eommissioders first appointed to con-
tinue in office Tor the term of two, three,
four, five and six years respeerively, begin-
ning the 1st day ol July next, not maors
than three of whom shall be appointed
from the same political party. The salary
of each commissioner is to be $7,500 per
annum.

The report of the select committee of the
senate upon the interstate railroad trans-
portation, to accompany the Callom inter-
abate commerce bill introduced to-day,
forms a printed volume of 216 pages. It
siys the outlook is nor good for the United
States to skip breadstulls in unlimited
quantities throughout the civilized workl
and the principal markets both for hread
and meats must henecforth be sought at
home. in its discnssion of the power of
congress to regulate commeree, the com-
milter reviews exhaustively the declnra-
tions of the United States supreme court
on the subject. Unjust discriminntion, it
says, is the chiefl canse of complaint azainst
the management ol the railroads in the
conduct of business. and gives rise to much
of the pressure upon congress for regula-
tive limitation. Railroad companics do
not recognize, as they should, the fact that
they suastain different relation to the pub-
lic from persons engaged in ordinary husi-
ness enterprises.  Railroad corporations
necessarily rest under the same obligations
to deal fairly and equitably with all eiti-
zeng, without favoritism or discrimination,
as the state itself. The subject of compe-
tition between waterways and railroads is
discugsed briefly, and the conclusion is
reached that waterways are the most effec-
tive regulators of railroad charges, and
that the emancipation of waters is a na-
tional necessity.

O the Hennepin canal the committee
says the commeree of the nation would de-
rive fresh and continued advantages from
the construction of this canal. Cheaper
transportation between Chicago and the
seabonrd, the report says, is assured by &
line of free water communition open
througk the great lakes, the Erie canal and
Hudson river and no method has been sug-
gested by which controlling influence of this
water competition could be extended over
80 wide, populous, and productive terri-
tory, also at as modernte an expense as by
constructing this short canal of seventy-
four miles, which wounld give the people of
the Upper Mississippi states direet water
transit connection withall the states of the
Atlantic seaboard and with Europe. The
necessity of thisimprove nent is made more
urgent by the high and oppressive rates of
freizht prevailing between the grain-produe-
ing states of the Northwest and Chicago, ns
eompared with charges made between that
point and the Atlantic const by the con-
struction of this canal. These charges
would be materially redoced and the grain-
producing states woull be given that cheap
transit which has now become necessary to
enable them to successfuliy place their sur-
plus products inforeign market. The Comte
formulates its conclusions as follows.

The public interest demands regulations
of the business of transportation because
in the absence of suchregulation the carrier
is actunlly sole and finanl arbiter upon all
disputed questions that arise between the
shipper and carrier as to whether the rates
are reasonable or unjust diserimination
has been practiced. 1t is the duty of con-
gress to undertake the regunlation of the
business of transportation, because of the
admitted nbuses in its management and of
the acknowledged discriminations between
persons and places in its practical opera-
tions. National legislation is necessary to
remedy the evils complained of, because
the operations of the transportation sys-
tem are for the most part beyond thejuris-
diction of the states, and until congress
acts not subject to any governmental con-
trol in the public interest, and becanse the
business of transportation is essentinlly of
the nature which reguires that gniform
system and method of rezulation which
national authority can alone preseribe.
The failure of congress to act is an excuse
for the attempts of the railroad compuanies
to regulate the commerce of the country in
their own way and in their own interests
by whatever combinations and methods
they are able to put into operation.

That a problem of such magnitude. im-
portance and intrieacy ean be summarily
solved by any master stroke of legislative
wisdom is, the committee says, heyond the
bounds of reasonable beliel. That the
railroads, unaided or unrestrained. ean or
will eventually work ount its solution, is
highly improbable, judging from past expe-
rience, and cannot reasonably be expected.
That a satisTactory solution of the prob-
lem ean either be secured without aid ol
wige legisiation the committee dogs not be-
lieve. - The committee declares publicity is
the hest remedy for unjust discriminaton
and reeammends the posting of rates under
direction of acommission. The coneluding
chapter embodies recommendation for the
establishment of n national commission
to enforee legislation which the committee
réecommends.

JUDGE STALLO SNURS THE VATICAN,

The New York Sun’s London ecable says:
The story is published in Rome newspipers
that Judge Stallo, the new United States
minister to Italy, abruptly left a dinner
given by Dr. Delamater, an American den-
tist living in lome, on discovering that the
chamberlain of the pope's household was
among the guests. In explaining his de-
parture to Dr. Delamater, Judee Stallo is
represented tohave said that he had orders
to have no relations of any sort with the
vatican. The affair has created considera-

5 ble sensation, but 18 not credited by Amer-

ienna.

THE OUTLOOK FERY Fumgmm.

That in Relation to Winter Wheat in Ohio,
Michigan and Other States,

8. W. Talmadge, of Milwaukee, gives the
associated press the following information
in relation to the condition of the winter
wheat plant in Ohio, Michigan, Iilinois,
Kentucky, Missouri, Kansas and Mary-
land.

The secretary of the Ohio state board of
agriculture says: “Our wheat was finely
covered with snow before the severe cold

weather came, and the plant went into
winter in good condition.”

The secretary of the state of Michigan
says: *“Idonot think the wheat crop ol
this state has suffered any material injury.
We had a general break-up, followed by a
severe freeze, but previous to this there
was o light fall of snow, which doubtless
served ns a partial protection to the wheat
plant.”

8. D. Fisher, ol Springfield, 111, says: “I
have ns yet heard no complaints. The
plant is protected more or less by thesnow
which fell to a depth ol five or six inches
before the late severe cold weather was
upon us. But there was considerable
wind, and there must be o considerable
aren but thinly protected.”

The commissioner of agriculture of Ken-
tucky says:. “Up to the present time no
injury to whent has been reported to this
burean., On the first of this month we had
a good fall of snow, which will protect the
wheat crop for the present. Correspond-
ents, up to the Ist of January, were unan-
imous in reporling the condition of wheat
to be No. 1.V

The seeretary of the state bonrd of agri-
culture of Mizsouri reports the condition of
wheat very fuvorable, and says the cold
wenther has done no material injury to the
plant,

The secretary of the state board of agri-
ture of Kansas snys: “There has been no
injiry to the wheat crop by the late cold
weather."

Ezra A. Whitman, of Maryland, says:
“Phe gnow in our state is from six to ten
inches deep.  The mercury has been nearly
to zero for severnl nights, and through the
day 15° to 20° above. We can not learn
that the wheat erop has been inany way
sninred during the winter.”

The commissioner of agriculture for Vir-
g'nin says: “The recent cold weather hus
dome no special injury to the plant. The
lned hos been covered with snow, not deep,
but sufliciently so to protect wheat.”

Jahn H. Strider, of West Virginia, says:
“Cold weatner has not let up ~afliciently
for us to determine what dumage, if any
Las beon done.™

THIRTY-NINZ MEN ENTOMBED.

A Fearful Mine Disaster in Virginia—Greal
Loss of Life Feared,

On the 21st an explosion of fire-damp oc-

curred in the shalt of the Newburg Oriel

coal company, at Newburg, W. Va., which

shook the Dbuildings in the imme
dinte vicinity and  eaunsed  econster
nation and alarm  among  the rela.
tives and friends of the miners em

ployed there. Immediately following the
sound of the explosion, flames of fire arose
above the mouth of the shaft and timber
and debris of all kinds was strewn around,
Great excitement ensued and crowds ol
people hurried to the scene.  The shalt in
which the explosion oceorred was sunk
abont two years ago and has reached o
depth of 350 feet. From the base of the
shalt the rain heading runs out ahout halt
amile from where narrow rooms diverge
from either side. The theory advanced as
to the cause of the explosion is is that fire-
tdamp had accumulated in one of these
rcoms and was accidentally ignited by a
miner's lamp, but nothing positive has yet
been learned. The foree of the explosion
blocked the air so close that no one would
venture in the main heading to ascertain
the fate of the imprisoned men until the air
passage could be established. This wok iy
being pushed vigorously. Up to midnight
no bodies had been recoversd. 16 is sup-
posed that thirty-seven men areimprisoned.

LatEr.—The scene of the mine disaster
continues to present o heartrending specta-
ele. The east-bound train to-day brouzht
a great many people from Clarkshurgh,
Fairmount, Grafton and intermedinte
points and sympathizing Iriends camefrom
as far east as Piedmont., They swelled the
hopeless and helpless crowd that hung
around the pit's mouth. Men, women and
children were gathered there, pale, tremb-
ling, weeping, staring at the shalt, almost
dumb with consternation. Few words
were exchanged and these in a low tone, for
the people there knew they stood abovethe
tomb of thirty-nine men who went down to
death. No bodies have yet been recovered.
The idea is advanced that most ol the ex-
perienced miners, knowing the nature of
the gas if the men were not killed at onee,
would have thrown themsalves on their
faces, their being the least foul air on the
floor. This gives Iriends some grounds [or
hope, but it is go slight that it is not en-
couraged. It is believed by some men who
are familiar with the mines that the rooms
in the extreme portions of the workiog are
are comparatively Tree fTrom gus and that
they may have afforded a refuge to those
in or near them. These gleams of hope are
met by the nfllicted families with monns of
despair. The calamity falls with terrific
force on the little town of Newhurg, The
recent cold weather iroze out the miners
and they could not work for ten days, and
little money is coming to the men who are
on the death roll. Few of them had any
savings und their taking off will leave their
families 1n destiticzion,

PRORBABLY inN THE MISSOURI RIVER.

A Prominent Physician of St Joseph Mys-
teriously 1risappears.

St. Joseph (Mo.) dispateh: Dre. S0 AL
Dichmond, manufacturer of patent medi-
cine, has been missing since Thursday last,
Two years ago he was sued by an eastern
advertising nzent for $55,000 for hreach of
contract. The ease was recently compro-
mised for $7.000, which Richmond agreed
to pay. On Tuesday last he left a sick bed
and went to Chieago, returning Thursday,
but has not been séen orheard of since.

The theory prevails that he was physi-
cally and mentally exhausted, and prob-
ably wandered into the Missouri river, the
channel of which is open infront of the
Francis street depot, where he left the
train. Diligent search has been made, but
no trace of him ecan be fonnd.  His wife is
completely prostrated with grief, and can
offer no explanation exeept that her hus-
band was not in his right mind. and has
not been for several weeli=, His husiness
wias worth several hundred thousand daol-
lars, and his wile owns of the most
beautiful homes in St Joe, with probably
the finest conservatories ol any private
person in the west. No action has yet
been taken coneerning the managemoent of
the doctor’'s huasiness, !]ulll's- being enter-
tained still that he may turn up and as-
sume charge aenin himsel!, although the in-
dications arethat there is little foundation
for such hope.

e

RAILWAYS IN CHINA.

A syndicate of French capitalists has
been formed to compete with the German
gyndicate in supplying the Chinese govern-
ment with material Tor the construction of
railways. The delegates of the German
syndicate, who recently sailed for China to
negotiate with the Chinese governmeant for
the construcfion of the projected railways
there, took with them $100,000 lor their

preliminary expenses.

THE COMMERCE BETWEEN STATES.

The Inter-State Conunerve Bill—A4 Paper
Froom the President of the C., B & Q.

Washington dispitel: Senator Cullom’s
select committee on inter-state railvond
transportation will prolyibly report to the
genate at an early duy an originul inter
state commeree bill, and at the same time
submit an exhaustivereportin its support.
The committee, which spent a good part o

the summer in investizitions, has he#s

holding daily sessions since the assembling
ol congress.

The board of railrond commissinners o}
Kansas contributes to this volumnea paper
which expresses the opinion that a national
commission should be estublished, vested
with certain supervisory powers over the
subject of interstate commerce. These
powers should be confined to the lunction
of regulation nnd not to the management
ot inter-state commerce. It would., the
board thinks, serve no use or practical pur-
pose to give to sueh commission power to
establish maximum rates for either passen-
ger or freight traflie over inter-state rail
ways, the subjeet being too large and intri-
cate to be intelligently dealt with by a sin
gle body of men, even though composed ol
men trained to the study and business ol
railroad affairs.

Mr. Charles Perkins, president of the
Chieago, Burlington, & Quiney railway
company, contribvites an interesting paper
setting forth what may perhaps be as-
aured to be railroad side of the question.
He assumes that it is the settled poliey ol
most of the states to permit railroad con-
struction to be free, and also that the Eng-
lish common law doctrines relative tocom-
mon carriers are not now open to disens-
gion. Many of them are relics of an age of
horse power or water craft. He thinks the
best method of preventing extortion or un-
just diserimination is by an appeal to the
courts, but he says that very little, if any.
extortion or unjust diserimination is prac
ticed, in evidence of which he points to the
fact that few cases are taken to o court or
made public, and the record of state rail-
rond commis<ons show very few com-
plainte and still fewer decisions by the
commissioners neninst theroads. Throngh
rates, he says, are generally lower than
loeal rates, becanse through business is
wholesale business, Iarger in amount and
therefore less expensive to transact, and
for additional reasons, that the competi-
tion for it is severe, and that throngh rates
are more genernlly affected by direet water
route competition.

But it is obyiously inexpedient to re-
quire railromls to reduce local rates be-
canse the combined influence of a larger
agarerate traflic and the competition ol
other railways, water routes. or rival mar-
kets, which influences, not felt at loeal
points., may make it to their interest te
participate in through business on n very
small muargin of profit. T all trades were
compelled to sell everything on a basis ol
the lowest margin of profit, which they
may find it necessary to do on some one
thing, the effect would be the same over a
wide field as the effect of reguiring rail-
roads to give up through business or re-
duce their local rates accordindy. Is it
more for the interest of the publie to make
railronds unprofitable than to make buasi-
ness generally nnprofitable?

Perhaps the best evidence that the loeal
rates of railroads throughont the country
are reasonable is to be found in the pros-
perity of local points all over the country,
and by a comparison with railroad charges
elsewhere in the world. It has some time
been assumed that competition does not
exist ant what are ealled “local points,” but
this is not true. The desire of the railroad
to increase the volume of business upon
which it must always depend for its sup
port, as against sometimes quite distant
regions served by other railways tributary
to the same or competing markets, consti
tutes active competition. Rates between
local points on a line of road in northern
or central Jowa and the markets of Chi-
eago and St. Louis influence the rates be-
tween loeal points on a road in southern
TIowa and those markets, and vice versa.

Again between two raileoads, even if they
are a considerable distance apart, there is
about a hall way belt of country, the in-
habitants of which can generally go to
either rond, and the contest hetween rail-
ways to secure the business o that belt in-
fluences prices of transportedon not only
on that particular traffic but on oth2r hus-
iness which is translated at the same sta-
tions on the respective roads. Railroads
must remain in the country where they are,
whatever happens, and their punishment
for excessive charges, while it woulid be a
little slower in coming than than of an in-
dividual merchant, wonld be Iar more cer-
tain and severe, beenuse their business
wotlld be ruined, or other roads would be
built as a permanent competition. Never-
theless it is true, and will remain true as
Itml.: ns l‘;liil'u:lll:-‘ arecondueted or I:Ill.'(iﬂ".‘-‘?’l
principles, that trade centers will be able to
obtain lower rates of transportation than
lacal points fTur precisely the same reason
that such places are able to obtain many
convenicnees mmd  luxuries whicn loeal
poeints do not and eannot enjoy. The low-
8t rate of freight must go where there are
enough other persons who desire the same
to-make it profitable to supply them. This
is not because the railvoads wish it to bhe
80, but because in the nature of things it
must be so.

It is manifestly not for the interest of
any railroad to arbitrarily drive husiness
away from a local point where the traflic
must be divided with other roauds. It has
been said that railroads make the trade
centers, but such is not the fact. The
tendeney of railroads is to put different
trade centers on an equality by the anni-
hilation of distanee, but they no more
mnke centers of population and trade than
do the other munuincturers or travdes who
eeck such points for their own profit.

Most, if not all, the cases ol alleged un-
reasonnbleness in radroad charges will on
carelul investizgntion, be tound to be due to
a misapprehension or misnnderstanding of
the facts. The experience of the state com-
missions has shown thisto be true. To re-
quire al solute puhlicity of rates, and that
changes should 1iot he made without pub-
lic notice, wonld be a great inconvenience
to the business ecommunitv.

PROBABLY IN THIE MISSOURI RIVER.

A Prominent Physician of St. Joseph Mys-
terionsly Disappears.

St. Joseph (Mo.) dispatch: Dr. 8. A,
Richmond, mannfucturer of patent medi-
cine, lizs been missing since Thursday last.
Two vears ago he was aned hw gn eoster
advertising arent for 855,000 for breach of
contract. The case was recently compro-
piised for $7.000, which Richmond agoreed
to pay. On Tuesday st he left asick bed
and went to Chicazo, returning Thursday,

bt hias not been seen orheand of sinee.

The theory prevails that he was physi-
cally and mentally exhunsted, and prob-
ably wandensd into the Missouri river, the

channel of

Frincis street

which 1s open nfront of the
|I-'|:.rT‘ whore he the
train. Diligent search bas been made, but
no trace of him ean he lonnd His wife ia
completely prosteated with griel, and ean
oifer no explanation exeept that her hus
band was not in his right mind, and has
not been lor several weelks, His business
was worth several hundred thousand dol-
lars, and his wife owns one of the most
heautiful homes in St. Joe, with probably
the finest conservatories of any private
person in the west. No action has yet
been taken concerning the management of
the doctor's business, hopes being enter-
tained still that he may turn up and as-
sume charge again himsell, although the in-
dications arethat there is little foundation
for such hope.
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